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remains: What French law? According to French municipal law, the
law applicable in the case of a foreigner not legally domiciled in France
is the law of that person's nationality, in this case British. But the law
of that nationality refers the question back to French law, the law
of the domicil; and the question arises, will the French law accept the
reference back, or renvoi, and apply French municipal law?1
'I have come to the conclusion that I ought to accept the view that
according to French law the French courts, in administering the
movable property of a deceased foreigner who, according to the law
of his country, is domiciled in France, and whose property must,
according to that law, be applied in accordance with the law of the
country in which he was domiciled, will apply French municipal law,
and that even though the deceased had not complied with Article 1 3
of the
Criticism This language bristles with difficulties.
ofthedeci-     j    tke grst p]ace tjle meaning Of the expression Trench
sion.Judg-	•   -      i i       , r  i •   i	P.,	r.
meat am- municipal law , which appears twice in the opening passage, is
biguous far from clear. The inference, however, from later parts of the
judgment is that at the beginning of the sentence it refers to
French private international law and at the end to French
internal law. The purport of the passage, therefore, is that
French private international law refers the matter to the law of
Mrs. Annesley's nationality.
French law Secondly, this conclusion — that the reference was to the lex
i Pa*riae of the deceased — was fallacious. The French doctrine
was that the validity of the will was determinate by the lex
domicilii) not by the lex patriae, of the deceased, but that in
the present case this was represented by English law, since
she had not acquired a domicil in France according to French
law.3
judgment Thirdly, one half of the judgment is inconsistent with the
ot^er-4 The learned judge insisted, in accordance with estab-
lished authority,5 that the French view with regard to the place
of domicil was entirely irrelevant, and that he must regard
Mrs. Annesley as having died domiciled in France. When,
however, he had made his imaginary journey across the Chan-
nel, instead of ascertaining what law a French court would
1	[1926] .Ch. at pp. 706-7.
2	Ibid., at p. 708. For article 13 see supra, p. 75, note 3.
3	Fillet, Trait J pratique de Droit International Prive*, ii. 607 ; Niboyet, Manuel
de Droit International PrM (1928), S. 733 ; 36 r.L.jT. 73 1 ; cited by J. H. C.
Morris, 18 B.T.B.LL. 40, note 5.
* J. H. C. Morris, 18 B.T.BJ.L. 40.
5 Supra, pp. 51-5 2.

